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IMPROVING EMPLOYMENT & INDE-

PENDENCE FOR THE BLIND AND 
VISION IMPAIRED 

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 14, 2013 

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, as 
May is Vision Loss Awareness Month, it is my 
pleasure to recognize and support the 
AbilityOne Program. The AbilityOne Program, 
established by the Javits–Wagner–O’Day Act, 
is the nation’s largest initiative that provides 
career opportunities to more than 50,000 peo-
ple who are blind or have other significant dis-
abilities. Seven out of 10 working age Ameri-
cans who are blind or visually impaired are not 
employed. Through this program, people with 
disabilities have the opportunity to gain greater 
independence and quality of life, and enjoy 
and benefit from participation in their commu-
nities. 

There are over 600 community–based non-
profit agencies nationwide that participate in 
the AbilityOne Program. Lighthouse Central 
Florida, located in Orlando, Florida, is one of 
the agencies across the country associated 
with the AbilityOne program to provide individ-
uals who are blind or visually impaired with re-
habilitative services, job training and employ-
ment opportunities. In August 2012, I was for-
tunate to visit and tour the Lighthouse Central 
Florida facility, its recent expansion Lighthouse 
Works!, and their new call center. On behalf of 
the citizens of Central Florida, I commend the 
efforts of Lighthouse Central Florida and the 
investments they are making in the lives of in-
dividuals with vision loss to provide them with 
job training, work experience and other tools 
necessary to lead independent, successful 
lives. 

In addition, the AbilityOne Program network 
manufactures a wide array of products and 
services such as the National Industries for 
the Blind’s (NIB) SKILCRAFT® brand, which 
encompasses over 3,000 items including jani-
torial equipment, office supplies, medical sup-
plies, tools, and uniforms. I am pleased to 
support the AbilityOne Program and NIB’s ini-
tiatives by purchasing SKILCRAFT® products 
for use in my District office. 

Federal and state governments save more 
than $33 million a year through the excellent 
work being done through the AbilityOne Pro-
gram. Over the past 75 years, AbilityOne has 
enriched the lives of individuals who are blind 
or have other significant disabilities, and over 
the past 37 years, Lighthouse Central Florida 
has educated, trained, and helped 100,000 
blind and vision impaired individuals. I applaud 
the efforts of those involved, and I wish them 
many more years of quality service to our na-
tion. 

f 

HONORING JERRICK JACKSON 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 14, 2013 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
present the following U.S. Citizen of Distinc-
tion. 

Whereas, we are gathered to celebrate the 
life of Mr. Jerrick Jackson, one of DeKalb 
County’s favorite sons; and 

Whereas, Jerrick Jackson was born to Wiley 
‘‘Chief’ Jackson, Sr., and Bobbie Lois Jack-
son, on April 19, 1966, he was educated in 
the DeKalb County Public Schools, later work-
ing for Delta Airlines and Norfolk Southern 
Railroad as a conductor; and 

Whereas, he was a young man who be-
lieved and lived a life for God, country, com-
munity and family; and 

Whereas, Jerrick Jackson gave of himself, 
his time, his talent and his life with unwavering 
commitment to his family; and 

Whereas, he was a son, a brother and a 
friend; he was a man who enjoyed life, savor-
ing the moments with his family and his com-
panion Kimberly E. Little and her daughter, 
AnBiya Y. Mitchell; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia recognizes Mr. 
Jerrick Jackson as a citizen of great worth and 
so noted distinction; now therefore, I, HENRY 
C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, Jr., do hereby attest to 
the 113th Congress that Mr. Jerrick Jackson is 
deemed worthy and deserving of this ‘‘Con-
gressional Honor’’ by declaring Mr. Jerrick 
Jackson, U.S. Citizen of Distinction in the 4th 
Congressional District of Georgia 

Proclaimed, this 13th day of May, 2013. 
f 

RECOGNIZING THE AMERICAN 
CANCER SOCIETY FOR ITS SERV-
ICE OVER THE LAST 100 YEARS 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 14, 2013 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the One Hundredth Anni-
versary of the American Cancer Society. 

Originally founded as the American Society 
for the Control of Cancer in 1913, the Amer-
ican Cancer Society promotes awareness and 
education, in addition to demonstrating an un-
matched determination and commitment in 
supporting patients, survivors, and their fami-
lies. 

In 1944, the American Cancer Society 
began the prioritizing of cancer research and 
has to date been the largest non–govern-
mental funder of cancer research. The Amer-
ican Cancer Society was instrumental in the 
passage of the Cancer Act of 1971, which es-
tablished the National Cancer Institute to ad-
vance the detection of cancer and the applica-
tion of cutting edge treatments. 

Thanks in part to the American Cancer So-
ciety, the number of cancer deaths in America 
declined for the first time in history in 2006 
and continues to decline today. The Society 
has made an incredible impact in the race to 
find the cure. Not only has the American Can-
cer Society been directly responsible for sav-
ing the lives of millions, but also for providing 
a light of hope in times of despair. 

Relay for Life, which is the largest grass-
roots fundraising event in the world, was origi-
nally founded by an American Cancer Society 
volunteer over twenty years ago. Relay for Life 
is undoubtedly one of the most emotionally 
powerful group fundraising events, raising 
more than three billion dollars to date. This 
laudable event brings the Nation together to 
provide hope and strength amongst all those 
impacted by cancer. 

On behalf of the United States Congress, I 
congratulate the American Cancer Society and 

its courageous members on the monumental 
impact they’ve made over the last one hun-
dred years. My wife Vicki joins me in offering 
our best wishes in the fight against cancer and 
for the success of the American Cancer Soci-
ety. 

f 

TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 14, 2013 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Danville, Illinois upon the 150th Anniversary of 
the church. The church celebrated this special 
occasion on April 25, 2013 with a festival di-
vine service and banquet. 

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church was 
founded on February 15, 1863 when 14 mem-
bers signed the constitution which formed the 
congregation. The first ordained pastor was 
Gottfried Markworth, who also started Lu-
theran day school education in Danville, which 
is celebrating 150 years as well. The con-
gregation moved to the current building on 
Main Street on April 25, 1915. Today, the 
church has 727 baptized members and the 
Pastor is Kent Tibben. 

I extend my congratulations to Trinity Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church upon this special oc-
casion. It is my prayer that the Lord blesses 
them with many more years of service. 

f 

CLEBRATING MINNESOTA 
MARRIAGE EQUALITY 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 14, 2013 

Ms. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, today is a 
historic day for Minnesota. Marriage equality 
will become the law in our state, and I stand 
with my fellow Minnesotans to celebrate the 
equality of love and access to civil rights for all 
families. I applaud the courageous legislators 
who voted with their hearts for justice and 
equality for all families. 

I am inspired by the dedication and compas-
sion of all those who have worked to make the 
freedom to marry a reality in our state. Just 
two years ago, a hurtful and discriminatory 
amendment was proposed to constitutionally 
exclude Minnesota’s same-sex couples from 
marriage. Yet through countless thoughtful 
conversations and the brave sharing of per-
sonal stories, a coalition was built that de-
feated the amendment. 

Here in Washington I am mindful that much 
work remains to be done. Same-sex couples 
who will soon be legally married in Minnesota 
will still not be federally recognized because 
the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) discrimi-
nates against them. These couples will be de-
nied more than 1,000 federal rights and bene-
fits that their neighbors are eligible to receive. 
I will continue to work to repeal DOMA and I 
hope in the coming weeks the U.S. Supreme 
Court will rule it unconstitutional. 

All Americans deserve to be treated equally 
under the law. I look forward to the day when 
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we can celebrate marriage equality all across 
America. Until then, I share in the joy of an-
other step forward in the struggle for equal 
rights for all, regardless of their race, age, 
gender, or sexual orientation. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF FORMER 
PRESIDENT OF MEXICO, INDIGE-
NOUS LEADER, AND FRIEND TO 
THE UNITED STATES, BENITO 
JUAREZ 

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA 
OF AMERICAN SAMOA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 14, 2013 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, as mil-
lions of Mexican Americans across the country 
commemorate the 5th of May, or ‘‘El Cinco de 
Mayo,’’ I would like to pay particular homage 
to the indigenous visionary leader and friend 
to the U.S., Benito Juarez, whose historic ac-
tions lead to this celebrated occasion. Born 
the son of Zapotec Indian peasants, Juarez 
rose above racial, economic, and political 
challenges to become one of Mexico’s most 
renowned presidents. 

Juarez became a lawyer in 1834, a judge in 
1841, Governor of the state of Oaxaca in 
1847, President of the Supreme Court of Jus-
tice in 1857, interim President of Mexico in 
1858, and finally President elect in 1861. 

Juarez served his country at a time of tre-
mendous political discord. Inspired by the idea 
of a modern civil society and free market prin-
ciples prevalent in its neighboring country to 
the north, Juarez dedicated himself to ridding 
his country of its historically corrupt military 
rule. Juarez also successfully ousted British, 
Spanish, and French opposition forces while 
serving as head of state in exile. It was at the 
Battle of Puebla, on May 5, 1862, that Mexi-
can forces won a victory against the French. 
Although significantly outnumbered, the Mexi-
cans defeated a much better-equipped French 
army of more than double their size in num-
bers. The French army had not been defeated 
in almost 50 years. On May 9, 1862, Juarez 
declared that the anniversary of the Battle of 
Puebla would be a national holiday regarded 
as ‘‘Battle of Puebla Day’’ or ‘‘Battle of Cinco 
de Mayo.’’ 

I note that Juarez maintained a special rela-
tionship with President Abraham Lincoln. Dur-
ing Juarez’ exile, President Lincoln sent him a 
message expressing hope ‘‘for the liberty of 
. . . [his] government and its people.’’ Later 
while Juarez fought against the French, Gen-
eral Ulysses S. Grant, under President Lin-
coln’s direction, issued an order to ‘‘con-
centrate in all available points in the States an 
army strong enough to move against the in-
vaders of Mexico.’’ President Lincoln also sup-
plied arms and munitions to Juarez, sending 
as many as 30,000 muskets to reinforce the 
Mexican line. 

In turn, Juarez stood strong against Confed-
eracy efforts to topple the Union armies. When 
the South sent a delegation under John T. 
Pickett to Mexico to win over the juaristas, 
Picket was thrown into a Mexico City jail for 
30 days and thereafter expelled from the 
country. 

Upon receiving news of President Lincoln’s 
assassination, Juarez ordered flags at all pub-
lic buildings and military stations in Mexico to 

fly at half-mast. In a letter to the Secretary of 
the Mexican Legation and his charge d’affaires 
in Washington, D.C., Juarez wrote: ‘‘[This] 
great misfortune has profoundly impressed 
me, as Mr. Lincoln, who worked with so much 
earnestness and abnegation for the cause of 
nationality and freedom, was worthy of a bet-
ter fate than the poniard of a coward assas-
sin.’’ 

Today, Juarez is remembered as being a 
progressive reformer dedicated to democracy, 
equal rights for his nation’s indigenous peo-
ples, and the defense of national sovereignty. 
Let us honor him on this day. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DR. STANLEY H. 
STONE 

HON. CORRINE BROWN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 14, 2013 

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, on be-
half of the constituents of the Fifth Congres-
sional District of Florida and myself, I rise now 
to offer a tribute to the career and success of 
my friend, Dr. Stanley H. Stone, who served 
as the Vice President of Human Resources 
and Diversity for Valencia College in Orlando, 
FL for the past ten years. A visionary and 
scholar Dr. Stanley H. Stone is a true leader 
of the Central Florida Community and the 
great State of Florida. 

We exalt Dr. Stone for his accomplishments 
while the legacy honoring the man, husband, 
father, and a community leader who is be-
loved by many in the Central Florida area. A 
man dedicated to education and committed to 
achieving athletic excellence, Dr. Stone 
earned a Bachelor’s of Arts degree in Political 
Science in 1974 from Howard University in 
Washington, District of Columbia while on a 
track athletic scholarship. During his tenure at 
Howard, he was acknowledged as a College 
All-American in Track and Field. This pres-
tigious honor catapulted him toward his aspira-
tions of representing the United States in the 
Olympics after winning several sprinting com-
petitions. Continuing his pursuit of academic 
scholarship, Dr. Stone was awarded his Juris 
Doctorate degree in 1977 from Howard Uni-
versity. 

Upon relocating to the State of Florida, Dr. 
Stone began his professional career as a staff 
attorney for Central Florida Legal Services, 
Inc. In 1979, Dr. Stone’s call to service lead 
him to the classrooms of Seminole Community 
College in Sanford, FL and Valencia Commu-
nity in Orlando, FL as an adjunct professor, 
where he taught both business and law class-
es at each respective institution. Within the 
year, Dr. Stone became the Program Director 
of the Paralegal Program at Valencia. Pro-
gressing forward, he became the Dean of the 
Business and Public Services department and 
served in this capacity for 10 years. Because 
of his exceptional work ethic, management 
skills, and business savvy, Dr. Stone was pro-
moted to Provost of Valencia College, East 
Campus in 1994 and remained in this position 
until 2003. It was during his tenure as Provost 
that the East Campus experienced extraor-
dinary growth in student enrollment, increased 
number of grants awarded to faculty and staff, 
and the expansion of buildings and facilities. 
Subsequeetly, by the end of his term, the East 

Campus bolstered an enrollment of over 
17,000 students per semester, greatly exceed-
ing that of the other three respective Valencia 
Community College campuses. Also as cam-
pus Provost, Dr. Stone served as the Chair of 
the college-wide Equal Access/Equal Oppor-
tunity Committee, responsible for recom-
mending college policies and procedures for 
contlucting employment discrimination inves-
tigations, sexual harassment complaints, and 
provided guidance to administrators on college 
recruiting and hiring practices. As a result of 
being an advocate for students, Dr. Stone was 
awarded an honorary membership into the Phi 
Theta Kappa Society. 

In recognition of exemplifying phenomenal 
leadership, Valencia’s President, Dr. Sanford 
Shugart, promoted Dr. Stone to the position of 
Vice-President of Human Resources and Di-
versity division in 2003. Dr. Stone is the first 
to hold this position and was the only African 
American on the president’s cabinet. He 
served as the president’s liaison to the Col-
lege’s Black Advisory Committee. Dr. Stone 
holds memberships in the American Associa-
tion of the Community Colleges, the Florida 
Association of Community Colleges and the 
College and University Public Administrators 
organization. 

As a community leader Dr. Stanley H. Stone 
efforts are unrivaled. He has served on nu-
merous boards, commissions and panels 
throughout the Central Florida area. In Sep-
tember, 2006, Orlando Mayor Buddy Dyer ap-
pointed Dr. Stone as Chair of the Mayor’s 
Safe Orlando Task Force his unprecedented 
recommendations to resolve law enforcement 
issues and reduce crime were unanimously 
accepted recommendations for implementa-
tion. In addition, Dr. Stone serves on the 
Board of Directors for the African American 
Chamber of Commerce, the Central Florida 
Urban League, 100 Black Men organization 
and Boys and Girls Club. Dr. Stone reached 
the pinnacle of his volunteerism and philan-
thropic efforts by being recognized by several 
organizations such as the Orange County 
Black History Committee who named Dr. 
Stone, Educator of the Year in 2006; The 
Links, Incorporated in 2009; and he was most 
recently recognized by Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, 
Incorporated as a Blue Indigo award recipient. 

Though Dr. Stone H. Stone is a celebrated 
educator and exemplary community leader, 
the title that suits him best that which he is 
most proud of is father. Dr. Stone enjoys lei-
sure time with his son, Terrance, and his lov-
ing wife, Barbara. In memory of their most 
cherished and treasured daughter Shannon, 
who transitioned in 2007, Dr. and Mrs. Stone 
established a foundation through which sev-
eral students have been granted scholarships 
and book awards. A devoted and active mem-
ber of Antioch Missionary Baptist Church in 
Oviedo, Florida, Dr. Stone is a man of great 
faith. Through his faith he has persevered 
from his childhood in the inner city to his stel-
lar achievements as a community servant. Al-
ways remembering to reach back, Dr. Stone’s 
commitment and dedication to our youth has 
provided young people with the opportunities 
that were not so easily afforded to him. 

We pay tribute to a man of God Dr. Stanley 
H. Stone, as a humanitarian, man, husband, 
father, educator, and community leader in 
Central Florida whose life work and achieve-
ments symbolize compassion, thoughtfulness, 
patience, wisdom, confidence and faith. He is 
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